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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claim*** rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walker et al 
(US 5,945,653). 
As per claim 3, 

(AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: 
-receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount, a first merchant, and at 
least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an account holder; / col 9, 
L1-10 

-determining a financial account of a reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least 
one of the credit card account and the debit card account; / col 22: claim 1 
-determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the at least one of the credit 
card account and the debit card account, wherein the step of determining the 
reimbursement amount comprises: 

- determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data, wherein the 
reimbursement rule specifies a second merchant; and / col 24\(da\n^8^\ 



States. 
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- determining whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, thereby 
determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; / col 24: claim 19 
-applying to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit card account a first 
charge amount that is based on a difference between the transaction amount and the 
reimbursement amount, if we charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and / col 24: 
claim 18 

-applying to the financial account a second charge amount based on the reimbursement 
amount if We charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule. / col 24: claim 18 
As per claim 6, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 3, in which the charge data indicates a transaction 
date; and further comprising: applying to the at least one of the credit card account and 
the debit card account the second charge amount after a predetermined time after the 
transaction date. / col 3, L 52 to col 4, L 1 1 ; line 35-37 
As per claim 7, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 6, in which the step of applying to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account the second charge amount is 
performed if the second charge amount has not been paid before a predetermined 
time. / col 8, L 49-59 
As per claim 8, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 3, in which the charge data further includes a signal 
that indicates approval to charge at least a portion of the transaction amount to the 
financial account. / col 10, L 5-21 
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As per claim 9, 

(AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: receiving charge data that 
indicates a first merchant and at least one of a credit card account and a debit card 
account of an accountholder; determining a financial account of a reimbursing party that 
corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit card account; 
determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data, wherein the 
reimbursement rule specifies a second merchant; determining whether the a first 
merchant corresponds to the second merchant, thereby determining whether the charge 
data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and applying to the financial account an amount 
based on the charge data if me charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule. / fig 7-8B 
As per claim 12, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 9, in which the charge data further includes a signal 
that indicates approval to charge the financial account. / col 8, L 33-48 
As per claim 13, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 9, in which the charge data indicates a transaction 
date; and further comprising: applying to the at least one of the credit card account and 
the debit card account the amount based on the charge data after a predetermined 
time, / fig 7-8A 
As per claim 14, 

(AMENDED) The method of claim 13, in which the step of applying to the at least one 
of the credit card account and the debit card account the amount based on the charge 
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data is performed if the second charge amount has not been paid before a 
predetermined time. / fig 7-8B 
As per claim 15, 

(TWICE AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a 
credit card account and a debit card account, the method comprising: receiving charge 
data that indicates at least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an 
account holder, a first merchant and a transaction amount; determining a 
reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data, wherein the reimbursement 
rule specifies a second merchant; determining whether the first merchant corresponds 
to the second merchant, whereby determining whether the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; and apportioning the transaction amount among a plurality of 
financial accounts, each financial account being associated with a respective 
reimbursing party, in accordance with the reimbursement rule if the charge data 
satisfies the reimbursement rule, /fig 7-8B 
As per claim 20, 

(TWICE AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a 

credit card account and a debit card account, the method comprising: 

- receiving charge data that indicates a first merchant and at least one of a credit card 

account and a debit card account of an account holder; / col 9, L 31-64; fig 7-8 

-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data, wherein the 

reimbursement rule specifies a second merchant; / col 9, L 31-64 

-determining whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, thereby 



Application/Control Number: 09/098,481 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2164 

determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and / col 9, L 31-64 
-charging at least one of a plurality of financial accounts, each financial account being 
associated with a respective reimbursing party, in accordance with the charge data if 
the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule. / col 9, L 31-64; fig 7-8 
As per claim 34, 

(AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: processing a plurality of 
entries, each entry including charge data that indicates a transaction amount, a first 
merchant, and at least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an 
accountholder; for each entry, determining if there is a financial account of a 
reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the 
debit card account; and if there is a financial account for the entry determining a 
reimbursement amount that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account 
and the debit card account, wherein the step of determining a reimbursement amount 
comprises: determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account, wherein the reimbursement rule 
specifies a second merchant; and determining whether the first merchant corresponds 
to the second merchant, thereby determining whether the a charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; applying to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit 
card account a first charge amount that is based on a difference between the 
transaction amount and the reimbursement amount, if the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; and applying to the financial account a second charge amount 
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based on the reimbursement amount if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement 
rule. /fig 7-9 
As per claim 38, 

(AMENDED) An apparatus for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit 
card account and a debit card account, comprising: 

-a storage device; and a processor connected to the storage device, the storage device 
storing a program for controlling the processor; and the processor operative with the 
program to: receive charge data that indicates a transaction amount, a first merchant, 
and at least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an account holder; 
determine a financial account of a reimbursing patty that corresponds to the at least one 
of the credit card account and the debit card account; determine a reimbursement 
amount that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit 
card account, wherein the processor is operative to: determine a reimbursement rule 
that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit card 
account, wherein the reimbursement rule specifies a second merchant; determine 
whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, and thereby determine 
whether the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; apply to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account a first charge amount that is based 
on a difference between the transaction amount and the reimbursement amount, if the 
charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and apply to the financial account a 
second charge amount based on the reimbursement amount if the charge data satisfies 
the reimbursement rule. / col 24: claims 18-24 
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As per claim 39, 

(AMENDED) A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: 

receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount, a first merchant, and at least 
one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an account holder; determining 
a financial account of a reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least one of the 
credit card account and the debit card account; determining a reimbursement amount 
that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit card 
account, wherein the step of determining comprises: 
determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account, wherein the reimbursement rule 
specifies a second merchant; and determining whether the first merchant corresponds 
to the second merchant, thereby determine whether the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; applying to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit 
card account a first charge amount that is based on a difference between the 
transaction amount and the reimbursement amount; and applying to the financial 
account a second charge amount based on the reimbursement amount if we charge 
data satisfies the reimbursement rule. / fig 7-9; col 24: claims 17-21 
As per claim 42, 

(TWICE AMENDED) An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial 
account, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/098,481 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2164 

a storage device; and a processor connected to the storage device, the storage device 
storing a program for controlling the processor; and 

the processor operative with the program to: receive charge data that indicates at least 
one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an account holder, a first 
merchant and a transaction amount; determine a reimbursement rule that corresponds 
to the charge data, wherein the reimbursement rule specifies a second merchant; 
determine whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, thereby 
determining whether the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and apportion 
the transaction amount among a plurality of financial accounts, each of the financial 
accounts being associated with a reimbursing party, in accordance with the 
reimbursement rule if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule, / fig 7-9; col 24: 
claims 24-26 
As per claim 43, 

(TWICE AMENDED) A computer readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions implementing a method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a 
credit card account and a debit card account, the method comprising: receiving charge 
data that indicates at least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an 
account holder, a first merchant, and a transaction amount; determining a 
reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data, the reimbursement rule 
specifying a second merchant; determining whether the first merchant corresponds to 
the second merchant, thereby determining whether the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; and apportioning the transaction amount among a plurality of 
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financial accounts, each of the financial accounts being associated with a reimbursing 
party, in accordance with the reimbursement rule if the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule, / fig 7-9; col 23: claim 13; col 24: claim 18, 23 
As per claim 44, 

(TWICE AMENDED) An apparatus for processing a charge applied to at least one of a 
credit card account and a debit card account, comprising: a storage device; and a 
processor connected to the storage device, the storage device storing a program for 
controlling the processor; and the processor operative with the program to: receive 
charge data that indicates a first merchant and at least one of a credit card account and 
a debit card account of an accountholder; determine a reimbursement rule that 
corresponds to the charge data, the reimbursement rule specifying a second merchant; 
determine whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, and thereby 
determine if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and charge at least one 
of a plurality of financial accounts, each of the financial accounts being associated with 
a reimbursing party, in accordance with the charge data if the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule. / fig 7-9, col 24: claim 13 
As per claim 45, 

(TWICE AMENDED) A computer readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions for implementing a method for processing a charge applied to at least one 
of a credit card account and a debit card account, the method comprising: receiving 
charge data that indicates a first merchant and at least one of a credit card account and 
a debit card account of an accountholder; determining a reimbursement rule that 
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corresponds to the charge data, wherein the reimbursement rule specifies a second 
merchant; determining whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, 
thereby determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and charging at 
least one of a plurality of financial accounts, each of the financial account being 
associated with a reimbursing party, in accordance with the charge data if the a charge 
data satisfies the reimbursement rule, / fig 7-8; col 24: claim 13 
As per claim 50, 

(AMENDED) An apparatus for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit 
card account and a debit card account, comprising: 

a storage device; and a processor connected to the storage device, the processor 
operative with the program to: process a plurality of entries, each entry including charge 
data that indicates a transaction amount and at least one of a credit card account and a 
debit card account of an account holder; for each entry, determine if there is a financial 
account of a reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card 
account and the debit card account; and if there is a financial account for the entry 
determine a reimbursement rule that specifies a second merchant, and thereby 
determine a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the at least one of the credit 
card account and the debit card account; determine whether the first merchant 
corresponds to the second merchant, and thereby determine whether the charge data 
satisfies the reimbursement rule; apply to the at least one of the credit card account and 
the debit card account a first charge amount that is based on a difference between the 
transaction amount and the reimbursement amount, if the charge data satisfies the 
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reimbursement rule; and apply to the financial account a second charge amount based 
on the reimbursement amount if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule, / fig 
7-9; col 24: claims 24-26 
As per claim 51, 

(AMENDED) A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: processing a plurality of 
entries, each entry including charge data that indicates a transaction amount, a first 
merchant, and at least one of a credit card account and a debit card account of an 
account holder; for each entry, determining if there is a financial account of a 
reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account and the 
debit card account; and if there is a financial account for the entry determining a 
reimbursement amount that corresponds to the at least one of the credit card account 
and the debit card account, wherein the step of determining a reimbursement amount 
comprises: determining a reimbursement rule that specifies a second merchant; and 
determining whether the first merchant corresponds to the second merchant, thereby 
determining whether the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; applying to the 
at least one of the credit card account and the debit card account a first charge amount 
that is based on a difference between the transaction amount and the reimbursement 
amount if the a charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and applying to the 
financial account a second charge amount based on the reimbursement amount if the 
charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule. / fig 7-9; col 24: claims 17-21 
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As per claim 55, 

(AMENDED) A method for processing a charge applied to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account, the method comprising: processing a plurality of 
entries, each entry including charge data that indicates a first merchant and a 
transaction amount that was authorized to be charged to at least one of a credit card 
account and a debit card account of an accountholder; for each entry, determining if 
there is a financial account of a reimbursing party that corresponds to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account; and if there is a financial account for 
the entry determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the at least one of 
the credit card account and the debit card account, wherein the step of determining a 
reimbursement amount comprises: determining a reimbursement rule that specifies a 
second merchant; and determining whether the first merchant corresponds to the 
second merchant, whereby determining whether the a charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; applying to the at least one of the credit card account and the debit 
card account a first charge amount that is based on a difference between the 
transaction amount and the reimbursement amount, if the charge data satisfies the 
reimbursement rule; and applying to the financial account a second charge amount 
based on the reimbursement amount if me charge data satisfies the reimbursement 
rule, / fig 7-9; col 23: claims 12, 15; col 24: claims 20-26 

This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
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telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 2164 is (703)746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 
Steven Wasylchak 



12/30/01 




VINCENT MILLIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



